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Prepared by Archdeacon Tom Henderson, Assistant Secretary 

 

Day 1 – Thursday, 23 May 2019 

 

Call to order and prayer by Bishop Ron Cutler at 1:00 p.m.  Bishop’s opened with an acknowledgement 

that we are meeting on lands covered by the treaties of peace and friendship by the Crown and the 

aboriginal peoples, the Mi’kmaq and Maliseet people.   

 

Don Brushett and Chad McCharles moved that Edith Marshall be selected executive secretary of synod 

and Archdeacon Tom Henderson be selected as assistant executive secretary of synod.  Carried.   

 

Report of credentials read by Edith Marshall, quorum met.  

  

Don Brushett and Chad McCharles gave comfort notices to synod.   

 

Hashtag for synod is #nspeisynod2019 

 

Worship resources for synod is provided by the Parish of Horton in Wolfville.  Quilts were on display as a 

backdrop for the opening liturgy to reflect stories about the lives of parishioners.   Archbishop Ron Cutler 

celebrated Eucharist.   

 

Archbishop’s charge.  The way a story begins can lead us into wonderful places.  Scriptures can lead us in 

a greater understanding of who we are.  God’s love is our story.  Jenny Salisbury, our guest presenter, is a 

story teller.  We also welcome Will Postma, executive director of PWRDF, who will tell us about the good 

news creation story of the work of the PWRDF.  We will also hear from Melanie Delva, reconciliation 

animator for the Anglican Church of Canada, who will tell us about the work of reconciliation that is still 

to be written.  The story we tell matters.  It has the potential to change the world.   How we tell the story 

influences how we act.  The upcoming proposal for missional allotment would have an impact on how we 

interact with the wider culture.  There has been a gift of $150,000 for solar panels to the Atlantic School 

of Theology which will benefit the school for $250,000 over the next ten years.  There are several diocesan 

staff changes.   John Cooper has announced to the archbishop his intention to stand down as Diocesan 

Solicitor.  This is the last synod for executive secretary Edith Marshall who will be replaced by the Reverend 

Chad McCharles.  “Creating Missional Communities VSST” will focus on a mission approach to ministry 

within our diocese.  We have accepted an invitation to participate in a second Inter-Diocesan Learning 

Community focuses on the shift in the wider culture.  Three Mission Schools have been held: Session 1 – 

Mission Impossible.  Session 2 – Focus on MORE.  And lately Session 3: Joining God in the Neighbourhood.  

The emphasis has been on the first two Anglican Marks of Mission.  MOST VSST has been a growing facet 

of diocesan life as we seek to promote cultural and environmental justice.  Much more needs be done to 

address climate change and perhaps more can be achieved by networking rather than committee work.  

One of the hardest tasks the archbishop has had to perform is the de-consecration of churches.  There 

story has not ended because they have closed their doors but will take on a different approach as they 

live anew in the community.  Changing leadership is a reality in diocesan life: there is a growing disparity 

between full time and part time clergy.  Clergy will be spread over a wider.  A disperse regional ministry 

supporting locally trained lay ministers.  A truly bi-vocational ordained ministry.  And shared ministry.   



Local expressions of church need to respond to changes.  Focus of parishes on the corporate model can 

lead to a kind of separate ‘silos’ of ministry.   Promote regional sharing of resources across parish 

boundaries.  ”We will not be able to draw closer until we are drawn higher.”  The story of God is part of 

the bigger story of relationship.  The church is the agent of this transformation.  The church moves from 

passive receivers of grace to active participants of grace.  It is a matter of releasing the ministry of all God’s 

people:  to quote the Parish Vitality Coordinator, “the bus is moving.  You can get on or you can get off.  

But don’t stand in front of the bus.”  There is a resolution to change the name of Lay Reader to Licensed 

Lay Ministry to reflect changes happening in parish life.  The point is to grow as disciples.  Making disciples 

is: invitation, changed lives, growing as leader, establishing communities, responding and serving, so as to 

deepen and recommitting our journey in faith.  Where are the opportunities to see how disciples can be 

formed.    Personal stories are important.  The move to have one bishop five years ago has been an 

important move.  Some things have had to be set aside.  There is not likely a return to a two-bishop model.  

Diocesan Council should look at what that looks like before another bishop is chosen.  The archbishop 

requests your prayers about the upcoming primate election.  The hope for the future lies in the story of 

the resurrection.  He was ordained into a church that no longer exists:  smaller, open to the ministry of 

the baptized, and one where we are challenged our assumptions about leadership.  The Holy Spirit does 

not lead us in a straight line.  God created in chaos.  People are dealing with change.  What people want 

is authenticity.  To quote the closing Game of Thrones: “There is nothing in the world more powerful than 

a good story.  Nothing can stop it.  No enemy can defeat it.”  Christ said as he gave us the great 

commission:  to go forth and baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and to make disciples 

of every nation.   

 

Resolution 1: Loyalty to the Queen; moved by David Garrett and Michael Edward.  A motion was made by 

David Fletcher and Lori Ramsay and the Chignecto clericus: to add to the motion “and at this time we 

acknowledge we meet on the ancestral lands of Mi’kmaq and Maliseet people”.  Mover and seconder 

accepted it as a friendly amendment.  Passed.   

 

Resolutions 2 thru 4, dealing with greetings to the Anglican Communion, courtesies of the house to 

ecumenical visitors, and receiving reports passed unanimously.    

 

The Reverend Marion Lucas Jefferies and the Reverend Charles Bull moved for a request for Motion of 

Consent that this Synod consent to consider a resolution to respond to the environmental crisis.  Passed.   

 

Call for Nominations and Explanation of Nominations was given by the Reverend Rachael Parker. 

 

Elaine Young gave a presentation on Alpha.  Program has been provided in 169 countries and 25 million 

participants worldwide with over a million in Canada.     

 

Resolution 5 to amend Canon 27 to change the name of Lay Readers to Licensed Lay Minister, (Tom 

Henderson / Anne Williams), passed. 

 

Resolution 6 to amend the Constitution with regard to ACW Board Membership (Anne Williams / Janice 

Jackson), passed.   

 



Resolution 9 to amend Canon 1 with regard to Incapacity of the Bishop (Jim Travers / John Cooper), 

passed. 

 

Resolution 11 to amend the Constitution with regard to Clergy Membership at Synod (Jim Travers / John 

Cooper), passed.   

 

Resolution 12 to amend the Constitution with regard to quorum (Jim Travers, Edith Marshall), passed.   

 

Nominations ceased.   

 

Paul Sherwood gave a slide presentation on the Diocesan Times.    

 

Jenny Salisbury gave her theme talk on stories and story tellers.  We are all story tellers.  We are distracted 

and consumed by tragedy.  It is not who we are.  It is not the story of our faith.  Our story is the resurrection 

story.   We tell multiple stories.   We are to learn and to tell as many as we can.   Let us tell all the stories.   

  

Resolution 15 to amend Canon 16, Budget, with regard to the Allotment Rate (Eric Thomson / Dr Garth 

Watt),  

 

Garth Watt / Eric Thompson moved to subdivide the motion, carried.   

 

Resolution 15, part A, to amend Canon 16, Section 6.1, defeated. 

 

Presentation by Lisa Vaughan on The Connectors, a Missional Leadership Learning Cohort.  Showed a 

number of initiatives in the diocese underway to connect with those who may not pass through the doors 

of the church.  

 

Closed with a sung compline accompanied by King’s College Chapel and St. George’s Church Choirs.    


